Kings Ripton Community Led Plan
Draft for consideration/adoption by The Parish Council
	
	Parish Council comments

	Planning

	Kings Ripton is a small village with surrounded by farmland, but in close proximity to several proposed extensive new housing developments.  Planning considerations by the Parish Council will take account of the rural environment, and discourage any development that compromises this.  Renewable energy generation installations would be discouraged within the purlieu of the village where it may affect existing housing (noise, visual impact).  
	WIll keep this under consideratio

	There are very few houses to rent, or affordable housing at present in Kings Ripton.  It was clear from the survey that the provision of such housing was not considered as a high priority.  However, it is suggested that the Parish Council should include an undertaking to consider provision of some affordable housing if there are proposals to develop further housing so that future needs are not prejudged.  A lack of such housing could result in an increase in the percentage of older/retired residents in the village, which is already considered to be above average.
	WIll keep this under consideratio

	With regard to planning and development of housing, local residents need to be able to access accurate and up-to-date information so that they can make informed representations to the Parish Council when applications are made.  However, the survey highlighted that there was a lack of up-to-date and accurate information available from the District Council.  To address this, the Parish Council could provide information via the Kings Ripton web site.  It was also suggested that the Reports from the Council which are published in the Riptons Area News could include any notices of developments, encouraging readers to access further information from the web site (Parish Council or District Council).

	These are publicised on the web site and there is also a link to the HDC planning portal

	Playground and amenities for children:

	Many of the residents of Kings Ripton are retired, but there are a significant number of young families living in the village.  The small courtyard behind the Village Hall is paved and is not equipped in any way as a play area, but the eastern end of School Lane often acts as an informal area in which many of the children in the village are able to ride bicycles and play in relative safety.  As this area provides access to Glebe Farm and the sewage works, it is not ideal.  However, it is a cul-de-sac, and is popular with those children who have easy access to the area.  


	Need to contact landowners to see if any land is available
Need to be aware that insurance and maintenance would be needed for a playground but not for a recreation ground

	The projected capital and revenue costs at present make this a project for the future.  However, there is general consensus that a playground or provision of some form of childrens’ amenities is desirable.  Some residents in the village expressed concern about noise from a playground, but the majority of the villagers responding to the survey were supportive of a suggestion to provide some facilities.  Identification of a suitable site would need to take account of the concerns regarding safety, access and noise.  It has been suggested by Sports England that a “recreation ground” rather than a playground might be more suitable and viable.

	

	

	Street Lighting

The street lighting in the village is limited to a single lamp on Ramsey Road  opposite the exit to Quaker Close, and within the Close itself.  Many residents do not want to see further lighting installed, but recognise that this may have to change if any measures to reduce traffic speeds are installed.  Conversely, there was also concern expressed in the survey that the lack of lighting is dangerous.  The very variable quality of footpaths in the village make this a problem, particularly at dusk and night-time.  Provision of further lighting may be required to address the problems of safety measures, but this the Parish Council will keep this under review, pending requirements for proposed traffic calming measures.  


	To keep under review

	Signage

There are quite a number of road signs at the boundary and within the village.  However, it is clear that these are not as effective as they could be and it is considered that advice and financial help should be sought from the Local Highways Improvement Initiative (LHII).  This process has been started.   The Parish Council will comply with LHII regulations.


	Keep under review

	Parking

Street parking within the village is very limited, usually to the area at the entrance to School Lane and near the village hall in School Lane.  This has encouraged off-road parking in certain other areas of the village.  There is very little alternative to this situation, but the Parish Council will keep this situation under review, particularly if there is any housing development within the village.  


	Keep under review

	Traffic calming and speeding traffic

	The District Council Plans for development of Alconbury, Wyton and Upwood airfields are a major concern to Kings Ripton.  Their close proximity to the village has seen a major increase in the volume of traffic passing through the village, with the resulting potential risk for pedestrian safety.  It is considered imperative to improve the provision of safety measures and traffic calming in order to manage this.  The speed of the traffic is a major concern, particularly at the north end of the village near the bridge over Bury Brook on which there is no footpath.  


	A meeting with the LHII is being arranged to discuss possible solutions to all these traffic-related problems

	There is an urgent need to calm traffic throughout the village;  there is no pedestrian crossing, putting children and adults at risk.  Much of the traffic slows at the road narrowings at either end of the village, but speeds up considerably in between where school buses pick up and drop children off at the start and end of the school day.  


	A meeting with the LHII is being arranged to discuss possible solutions to all these traffic-related problems

	The children in the village are collected and returned on school buses which pick up from the junction of School Lane and Ramsey Road, and drop off at the bus shelter near the exit of Walden Close onto Ramsey Road.  There is no lay-by for the buses (one for senior children and one for primary school children) on either side of the road within the village. Nor is there a safe road crossing in either position, and in addition the narrow footpath on the east side of Ramsey Road near the bus shelter means parents and children have to walk in single file (i.e. parents cannot hold small children’s hands). 
	


	There is a popular public footpath crossing the road at the north end of the village next to the bridge over Bury Brook.  This lies some yards from the existing road narrowing.  Approaching the road from the west (Abbots Ripton), pedestrians cannot see traffic approaching the bridge from the south (village) side and on many occasions traffic has driven over the road edge where the path crosses  the road as it speeds up to leave the village prior to going through the road narrowing.  This is a very real hazard, and together with the lack of any footpath provision over the bridge itselt, needs to be improved.   


	Mr Ankers was made aware of the problems by the brook and one of the LHII options may cover this
Consideration for 20mph but it is often residents speeding. Note in the RAN

	The Parish Council have been asked to consider applying for a reduced speed limit in School Lane as this is an area where the children play (see section .. regarding provision of Playground).  However, it is recognised that this is a District Council issue.


	

	There is a current restriction of 7.5 tons on the road which is regularly ignored by large lorries. 


	Need to be reported when seen. Note in RAN

	Suggested improvements for the footpaths in and around the village

	The Parish Council will consider and consult with residents regarding the following suggestions, particularly ones to improve safety, on the footpaths within the boundary of the Village.

	


	Location
	Action request
	Parish Council Comments

	Throughout the village 
	It is aimed to improve verges suffering from traffic erosion and their maintenance in certain areas, preventing vehicles encroaching onto grass e.g. near Thatcher’s Rest, driveway entrances and by the bus stop at the entrance to Walden Court.  This could be achieved by installing posts or using other preventive measures.
	This is being addressed with Mr Vacher and is ongoing

	The kissing gate on the north side of Elm Close, leading towards Bury Brook 
	Take measures to reduce the severe mud accumulation within the circle of the gate.  
	Under consideration – to be discussed with landowner

	Footpath crossing Ramsey Road north of the bridge at the north end of the village
	Move the footpath crossing by the bridge towards the road narrowing.  Better visibility and traffic slower therefore easier to cross.This would need consideration and alignment with traffic calming measures and agreement with the Local Highways Authority.  
	This may be addressed by the LHII

	Extend footpath along Ramsey Road next to Thatcher’s Rest.
	Footpath should continue down to the bridge and connect to the footpath in the field.
	Under consideration but needs funding.

	Corner of Quaker Close/Ramsey Road
	Widen footpaths/remove bank. The footpath is very narrow and forms a priority regarding safety.
	Recently improved – but monitor

	Ramsey Road east side between Quaker Close and south end of the village
	Improve the footpath, which is very narrow and forms a priority regarding safety, particularly in the area opposite the bus shelter.
	Discussions in hand in conjunction with the LHII

	Footpath bridges (wooden) around the village
	The footpaths/bridges need to be maintained for safety and include anti-slip measures using chicken wire or gritted bitumen.  Cambridgeshire County Council should be kept informed where action is required. 
	Under review – a CC responsibility


	
	

	Public Transport

	Living in Kings Ripton without a car, or access to a car, is regarded as almost impossible.  The current bus service is very limited, provided by the community bus, which goes to Huntingdon at 9.45 on Thursday morning, and returns at 12.15 from the bus station.  It is likely that, as the village is populated by a significant number of retired people, the demand could increase over the next decade.  Ideally, this could include a service to St Ives to connect with the Guided bus-way to Cambridge and should also include an aim to organise some form of more regular service.

	Need to write to the CC/Bus company to see if they could divert a current bus service to go through the village or at least pick up at KR crossroads

	Comment: The school children are collected and dropped off in the village by designated School Buses.  To provide a regular service at the beginning and end of the day would also assist by reducing the need for this service.


	

	Services

	Electricity

The electricity supply in the village is subject to fairly frequent outages lasting from a few seconds to a few minutes.  The supply lines are over-ground. Liaison with suppliers to improve the service should be undertaken..  


	New transformer with the capacity to increase village supply

	Broadband

Access to the new Superhighway is now available.  Further improvements will be monitored.


	No action at present

	Water/sewage

The treatment works at the north-east corner of the village are serviced by Anglian Water, and are currently adequate.  However, if future developments of any sizable housing developments are considered, the capacity of current system may be inadequate and the Parish Council will need to carefully monitor this.

	No action at present

	Mobile phone services

Mobile phone reception in the village is generally poor.  The Parish Council may undertake negotiations with suppliers to consider installation of an aerial at a suitable location in the village.


	Residents should approach their supplier – the PC will consider favourably any areal mast proposed.


	Crime and Safety:

	The principal concern regarding crime within the village relates to excessive speeding through the village.  The Speedwatch team perform regular checks, which are fed through to the District Council, and their data provide useful statistics to inform proposals for traffic calming.  There is otherwise very little crime.  


	This will be discussed in conjunction with the LHII

	Offences committed by attendees at the Abbots Ripton Estate Secret Garden Party have, in the past, been attributed to Kings Ripton, and the Parish Council should ensure that this does not recur.  The effect on household insurance rates, and statistics for the village could be adversely affected if this was allowed to happen again.

	This has been addressed

	Communication 

	The Riptons Area News is published monthly and provides an effective mechanism for the Parish Council to Communicate with residents.  There is also a Village web site, but the survey results showed that very few people access it.  Ways of improving the “hit rate” will be considered, bearing in mind that some residents in the village do not have computers.


	The web site is being improved and the RAN is delivered monthly

	The proposal to establish a form of “Village Directory” met with some endorsement in the survey.  This proposal requires consideration, particularly as it could serve as a directory of people who might be willing to provide help or services to assist elderly or disabled residents, such as lifts to the Doctor or hospital.  It could also include a “business” section for those running businesses.  The directory would be made available only within the Village and could form part of a “Welcome” pack for new residents moving in.  At present the Riptons Area News contains phone numbers of those who head clubs and organisations.   


	Under consideration


	

	

	Liaison with:
	Issue:
	

	Anglian Water 
	Frequency and timing of attendance by lorries to the sewage facility on the north east corner of the village. Anglian Water have advised that the plant sends an automatic signal when a visit is required to ensure emptying only takes place when necessary.   
	No action at present

	Police 
	Speedwatch provide data regarding traffic flows and speeds.  Passage of large, heavy lorries through the village.  Some visible community police presence should be encouraged.  
	Ongoing

	Abbots Ripton Estates: Secret Garden Party
	Regular meetings to provide feedback, and establish effective noise, safety, security and traffic measures are required.  Feedback on these issues should be fed back to the local community via the web site and/or Riptons Area News.

Passage of large lorries carrying straw:  representation to the Estate has failed to prevent this with the resultant mass of straw blocking drains.  This should be re-raised with the Estate.
	Regular meetings held
Has been raised with the Estate -  P Rayner to progress

	Highways Authority
	Repairs to School Lane/Elm Close.  Potholes have been filled, but repairs are minimal and need monitoring.
	No action

	Public transport authorities/providers
	 See separate Public Transport section
	

	Liaison with villages who feed traffic through Kings Ripton 
	The Parish Council will develop links to encourage a co-ordinated strategy to minimise the impact of the increased volumes of traffic affect the local area.
	

	Wyton Airfield 
	The Parish Council will monitor progress of the development of Wyton Airfield, and keep residents informed on progress.  Flying will obviously cease when the housing development gets under way.
	Ongoing

	Parochial Church Council
	Events and social occasions involving the village residents should be supported by the Parish Council.  

Maintenance of the general environment of the Church and churchyard, will be supported by the Parish Council.
	Supported
Supported

	Village appearance

	Issues:
	Actions:
	

	Maintain public listed buildings (e.g. churchyard wall) and Conservation Area.  
	Maintenance of the churchyard and the listed churchyard wall is the Church’s responsibility, but should be included by the Parish Council as the Church itself and the wall are major features in the village.  Any new buildings should be in keeping with the village character. 
	Ongoing

	Village sign 
	The survey showed that provision of a Village sign was not popular in light of the priority and expense of tackling traffic calming.  However, consideration may be given to this in the future.
	No action

	Parking on grass verge by bus shelter 
	This should be discouraged as it is a safety issue (visibility of oncoming traffic up Ramsey Road on exiting Walden Close). It also inhibits effective maintenance of the bank and verge.
	Consider posts

	Re-siting allotments
	The Parish Council will consult current allotment holders, and put forward proposals to move allotments, if necessary, having identified whether there are any suitable alternative sites.  
	Consider moving allotments

	Village appearance – management of vegetation

	Since the start of the process of putting together the Community Led Plan, there has been a lot of activity regarding the issues raised in the survey.  It is much to the credit of individuals in the village who have worked hard and invested time to improve several of the areas in the village that had attracted comment.  

	The Parish Council works to improve the visibility and safety of the roadsides in the village and to organise litter picks to remove rubbish.   A plan for planting should be developed so that offers of bulbs, trees etc. can be taken up and implemented without involving debate and thereby losing the offer.  However, there are further actions the Parish Council may consider:

	Comments
	Responses

	Chestnut trees should be preserved by leaf litter clearing
	The Parish Council will seek advice from the Abbots Ripton Estate who might suggest some further actions to assist.  
	To be discussed at next meeting

	Encourage more allotment holders
	The allotments are not in an easy location - no water supply, next to the speeding traffic and under tall trees.  Is there merit in attempting to move them to another location and planting shrubs/trees to improve appearance.
	To be discussed at next meeting

	The Parish Council needs to look at verge cutting as this is often neglected.  
	The Parish Council will aim to improve the appearance of verges, trees, hedges etc.  in general
	

	Preservation order on trees of note e.g. the elm in Elm Close, 
	The Parish Council will take note of Preservation orders etc. and encourage removal of ivy where relevant.
	


	Village appearance – litter

	The principal problem within the village is that of littering from through traffic.  There are litter bins by the Village Hall and the telephone box.  The bin by the Village Hall is used for dog waste, and consideration should be given to providing specialist dog waste bins. These could be placed on or near the footpath along the brook and near the steps next to Manor Cottages leading up onto the footpath across the field to the east of Ramsey Road.  The Parish Council will investigate cost and suitable sites.
	Check cost of mixed litter and dog bins. Check with clerk from Upwood

	The Parish Council have attempted to liaise with fast food providers locally who do what they can to encourage customers to take their litter home, but essentially this is not something they can do very much about.  The Parish Council organise litter picks as and when required. 
	Ongoing

	Local organisations/activities

	There are a number of regular activities taking place in the village, some in conjunction with Abbots Ripton, and some as joint ventures between the Church and the Village Hall.  The Parish Council will encourage community activities and use of the Village Hall for social events.  
	Ongoing

	The Village Hall Committee is supported by the Parish Council.  
	

	Other suggestions for consideration

	Other suggestions for consideration  in the future include the following: 

	Suggestion
	Action

	The village needs a pub or similar
	The Parish Council encourage a suitable proposal.  A pop-up pub is being considered.

	There should be more employment opportunities within the village and surroundings.
	The Parish Council will support appropriate business development.  Such development will be dependent on private investment and local planning regulations will need to be observed.

	Renewable heating schemes can be installed by individual householders.
	The Parish Council will support and encourage any applications if planning permission is required, for individual houses.


